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The Decalogue As Case Study
The Pentateuch records the Decalogue twice, Exod 20:2-17 and Deut 5:6-21.2 One would expect that the Decalogue engraved on stone by the "finger of God" (Exod 31:18; Deut 9:10) would be immutable, yet, while there is indeed substantial agreement between these two records, there are, if one counts carefully, about thirty variations between them. These include many minor matters of spelling and punctuation but there is one major difference: the motive for keeping the Sabbath. In Exod 20:11, it is to commemorate the completion of creation, "For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth … but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it,"3 while in Deut 5:15 it is to celebrate Israel's liberation, "Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there …; therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day." Deuteronomy 5:12, however, claims to be accurately remembering the wording of the Sabbath commandment as originally promulgated, by explicitly adding the phrase, "as the Lord your God commanded you."4 Deuteronomy 5:16 adds the same phrase in connection with the parents' commandment, "Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you." The most obvious candidate for identification as the original promulgation that Deuteronomy claims to cite is the substantially identical Decalogue of Exod 20:2-17.5 In the case of the parents' commandment, the wording between Deut 5 and Exod 20 is essentially the same. The wording of the Sabbath commandment in Exodus may then once have been, like the wording of the parents' commandment, essentially as Deuteronomy recollects. That is, Exod 20:11 originally justified Sabbath observance by reference to Israel's exodus from Egypt, a hardly surprising sanction in the light of the opening words of the Decalogue in Exod 20:2: "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt," which is, in turn, the distillation of the whole narrative in Exod 1-19. The thesis is thus that the
